The present research examined two alternative interpretations of violation-of-expectation findings that young infants can represent hidden objects. One interpretation is that, when watching an event in which an object becomes hidden behind another object, infants form a prediction about the event's outcome while both objects are still visible, and then check whether this prediction was accurate. The other interpretation is that infants' initial representations of hidden objects are weak and short-lived and as such sufficient for success in most violation-of-expectation tasks (as objects are typically hidden for only a few seconds at a time), but not more challenging tasks. Five-month-old infants succeeded in reasoning about the interaction of a visible and a hidden object even though (1) the two objects were never simultaneously visible, and (2) a 3-or 4-min delay preceded the test trials. These results provide evidence for robust representations of hidden objects in young infants. q
Introduction
Piaget (1936/1954) observed that infants aged less than 8 months do not search for hidden objects, and concluded that young infants cannot represent hidden objects. This conclusion was generally accepted until findings from new methods, such as the violationof-expectation method, suggested that young infants can represent hidden objects (for recent reviews, see Baillargeon, 2002; Baillargeon & Luo, 2002) . In one experiment, 
